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The Commitfee coutd do nothing bit give ‘general instructions
to the Librarian and see that such instructions were faithfully
carried out, and that the discretion entrusted to ‘him  was exer-
cised for the public servicé, and not abused fo any unlawful pur-

ose, . Accordingly between the Messrs. Jolinson, booksellers of
hiladeldhia. and the State Librarian there has been for ' 'many
!(e)ars an arrangewent that the Librarian should furnish ‘to those
oksellers as they required them, such of our reports as we could
spare at the price of five dollars per volyme, the - Staté of Mary-
Jand taking in return other works at cirfent pricés.” These and
other sixfpﬁxs yolumes lave also been disposed of to other per-
sons, always, at the price for the Reports ot five dolllars per vol-
ume. ‘There is not in the Libtary, within my knowldedge, per-
haps there never has been .any ekpress written authority forthese
transactions, - But.I think the General Assembly will agree with
me, that consideiing togethér the. resolution of 1832, and the
ractice of the, Library, and looking at the fact of the annual or
giennigl visitation of the Library by the Committee for a period of
twenty odd ycnrs;i"\\*hq'n,lﬁe[r'e*ié hot 4o be found anywhere, one
word, not orie lin¢ or syllable: in anyJaw, joutnal or blic docu-
inent in condemnation ot the practice; thata man who could be-
lieve it has existed without 1 e sanction of ldw in the eontintous
approbation of the Library Committees, would be fit for o place
ouiside the walls of a Lunatic Asylum. ‘The works ddded to'the
State Library within the last three years b’y'eﬂgba‘nis' “of surplus
vol'um'cg, if they had been paid for in money woultl ‘have cost tlié
State I'reasury near two thousand dollars.” OF the, surplus’ el
umes which hate, been exchanged for thefn; 1 think at fair prices,
there were upon tHe she(:és' of the Library fifty or a hundred in
a few cases perhaps three or four hundredl cdpies. These volumes
lie upon theshelves from year to yearyand perhaps would lie a%m
century fo century untouched, but by  the worm, or the sl rg-.
consuming ravages of time. The State purchased one hundi od
afid ninety copies of each volume of the -Maryland chancery de-
cisions. 'The act of 1852 directsthe  distribution. 6f about one
" hundred copies to differenf officers, - Fhe present Librarian l‘einks
he has faithfully distribuied according to ":‘w the volumes which
earne to his hands. ~ The eight copies designated for the use of
the General Assembly have not been given' out of .the ibrary,
Supposing my predecessors also to have earried out the law there
ought to have been in the Library after this distribution directed
by the dctof 1852, ninety copies of each volume. If there has
been in any dases an accidental neglect to hstribute any. of these
volumes, the number ot distributed ought to be in the Library
additional 1o the ninety volumes.: The present Librarian has dis-
posed olI ele\'in copiesof the first :fh"‘"ﬁ]d there atrhe now about
eighty, I thiuk eighty-one copies of that v ume in the Library.
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